
 

 

 
 
 
About the IRCC Youth Advisory Group 
 
Background 
 
The IRCC YAG was launched in 2019, bringing together 15-20 youth between the ages of 16 and 
24 from across Canada. The Group serves as an engagement forum between youth and policy-
makers on a wide range of immigration topics, such as: settlement and integration, citizenship, 
refugee affairs, and international topics (e.g., international students and working, studying, and 
traveling abroad). 
 
The YAG will have a mandate to: 

 Provide IRCC officials with non-partisan youth perspectives that can be taken into 
consideration when advancing policy and programming decisions. 

 Create a space for youth to have influence and a voice on immigration-related topics; and, 

 Leverage youth capacity to take action and make positive changes in their communities. 
 
Meetings 
 
The 2021-2023 mandate for the YAG will be virtual due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The YAG will 
hold up to five virtual meetings (e.g., via teleconference or videoconference) per year. 
 
Roles and Responsibilities 
 
Youth members will serve on the YAG for a period of two years. During this time, YAG members 
will be expected to: 
 

 Consistently attend YAG meetings (in-person and virtual);  

 Prepare for and participate actively in meetings; 

 Follow an agenda and work plan that is developed by IRCC in consultation with YAG 
members;  

 Provide input, propose ideas, and solicit the views of diverse groups of youth in their 
respective communities; and, 

 Contribute to a safe, open, and collaborative atmosphere where power and space are 
shared equitably and respectfully. 
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Principles 
 
The YAG will operate according to the following fundamental principles: 
 

 Members will have the right to express themselves in the official language of their choice. 

 Members will be expected to respect differing perspectives, to listen with openness to new 
ideas, and to speak from their own experience. 

 Members will acknowledge that newcomers, temporary residents, and Canadian youth are 
not a homogenous group, and that there is a need to consider the intersecting gender, 
diversity, and migration dimensions that influence youth experiences in Canada. 

 
 
Compensation, Travel, Accommodation and Events 
 
Members will receive compensation for their participation on the YAG in the form of honoraria 
payments provided after participation in videoconference meetings.  
While no in-person meetings are being planned at this time, in the event that an in-person 
meeting is scheduled, the Government of Canada would cover the travel, hospitality, and 
accommodation expenses for meetings outside of a member’s home community. 
 
Members will occasionally be invited to attend conferences or events focused on immigration 
and/or related policy issues on behalf of the YAG. In such cases, the Government of Canada will 
cover all registration fees on behalf of attending YAG members. 
 
 
 

 


